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Students at David Star Lutheran School in Jackson are studying rocks from the moon this week. Fourth grade
teacher Randy Watts had to receive special certification to handle the rocks, which he is borrowing from the NASA
Glenn Research Center in Cleveland, Ohio.

NASA workshop coming to Jackson

By KRISTEN J. KUBISIAK
Daily News Staff

The mooen is within reach
for one Washington County
teacher, and soon mavbe
more

Randy Watts, a fourth
grade teacher at David Star
Lutheran School in Jackson,
is hosting a lunar and mete-
orite handling workshop
this weekend that will be
tanght by a NASA aerospace
education specialist.

It's the second time such
ining was offered pub-
) e state, Watts said,

Waltts earned a lunar and
meteorite handling certifi

tion in 2003, The certifica-

tion gives him access o sam-
ples taken from the moon's
surface for classroom use.

The lunar and meteorite
samples are embedded in
acryvlic disks that are made
available for a one- or two
week period and are accom-
panied by a multimedia
package for curriculum in-
tegration.

“We are doing a unit on
rocks,” Watts said. “Between
one-third and two-thirds of
the rocks you find on the
moon you can find on the
surface of the earth.”

Watts organized the
training session with the
hope that more teachers will
become certified and as a

result more students will
have the experience of see-
ing lunar and meteorite
samples.

One important piece of
the fraining is security,
Watts said.

Because the lunar and
meteorite samples are the
property of NASA, educa-
tors must demonstrate that
thev will be secure,

Watts works with a local
law enforcement agency to
ensure their safety. When he
1s not at school, Watts leaves
the samples with the
Germantown Police Depart
ment where they are kept
under lock-and kev.

“If something happened

to them wou would have
security all over you,” he
said.

Currently 12 feachers
have signed up for the train-
ing, which will take place
from 9 a.m. until 2 pan. on
Saturday at David Stai
Lutheran School

The workshop is free, but
teachers are asked to con
tact Watts if they plan to
attend at nasa.certified.han

dleri@email.com or at 677
' B
The public will have an
ophortunity to view the sam
ples from 11:80 am. until

p.m. on Sunday, also at
David Star Lutheran School
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